Invasive fungal infections at The Norwegian Radium Hospital 1998-2003.
The study evaluates the clinical and microbiological data from patients with documented invasive fungal infections at a comprehensive cancer centre in Norway. Relevant microbiology and pathology databases were screened and medical records were reviewed. 17 yeast infections, including 1 case of cryptococcal meningitis, and no mould infections were found. Diagnostically, in 30% of the positive blood cultures Candida only grew in the Mycosis IC/F bottle. Half of the patients had febrile neutropenia, and 30% had undergone complicated abdominal or pelvic surgery. 12 out of 13 positive blood cultures were Candida albicans. 30% of the patients died of acute septic candidiasis. Within 14 months 90% of the patients were dead from their underlying diseases. A diagnosis of invasive fungal infection is an ominous sign for the patient's overall prognosis.